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larity prize at every party. A mamma's boy, a disappointment to
his father, Tracy in his bachelor days had sought proof of his virility
and masculinity in each fresh romantic conquest. Similarly, in col-
lege, he had felt impelled to excel in sports.
Elise started out in the marriage under good auspices. She was
her mother-in-law's choice as well as her husband's, and she was
eager to please. If she had recognized and fulfilled Tracy's emo-
tional needs, she could have made herself indispensable to him. Un-
fortunately, in an attempt to avoid the mistakes of her nagging,
"bad-tempered mother she built up a rigid conception of marriage
that had very little application to her and Tracy. Her conception of
herself as a wife was sugary and artificial.
When she had a legitimate complaint, she hid her annoyance
under a sweet smile, hoping Tracy would respond with gratitude
and ardor, since she, too, had a strong need of approval He sensed
her phoniness. Instead of voicing her valid objections to some of
the more excessive demands of his job and trying to work out a
compromise, she kept still. He interpreted her silence as a lack of
pride in him.
Tracy needed honest feeling from Elise. When she discovered
his first affair, her calm behavior screened inner tumult, but left
him with the puzzled belief she was unmoved and indifferent. If
she had taken a positive stand and expressed her outrage, it is pos-
sible there might have been no second affair, although Phyllis' ap-
peal for him seemed quite understandable. Both she and Carol
were interested in his work, or pretended to be. He welcomed the
sympathetic ear he did not find at home.
Moreover, Elise made a fairly common but serious error when
the children were born. She allowed Tracy to regard his own
youngsters as rivals. She made him feel like a fifth wheel in a con-
cern that could operate nicely without him. She was almost asking
him to look for consolation in the eyes and arms of other women.
Tracy was highly sexed. Underneath a cool exterior, Elise her-
self was warm and affectionate. Not once in the twelve years of
marriage had she rejected Tracy's love-making, but she had never